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A Vavage of tie Emperor of China, into the IWeflern
‘Tartary, in the Year, 1683,

Je Emperor this Year, which is the 3ozh. of his Age,

made a Voyage into the weftern Tartary, together
with the Queen his Grand-mother, which they call the Queen
Motker, he departed the 16, of 4u/y in the Compar'v of more
than 600co Men, and :ccoco Horfe. He pofiitively re-
folved, that I, thh one of the two Fathers that were at the
Court of Pekin, the Choile of which he left to me, fhould
foliow bim. I chofe Father Plilip Grimaldi ; becaufe he is
the moft known, and becaufe he perfectly underftood the
Mathematicks.

Several Reafons prevailed with the Empercr to Enterprife
this Journy. The trft was, that he might keep his Militi
during the Peace as well as in the Warrs , in continual E),e‘-
"'*’e; and for this Reafbn it was, that a‘ter he had eftablifh’d

frm Peace 1 1" al! the Quarters of this fo vafl an Empire ; he
“c’ca‘u:d his beft Troops hither out of every Province, and re-

iclved in his Councel to make every Year Exp:dmnns of this
kmu, in feveral Seafons, that b) hunting of Dezer, Bores,
sars, and Tigres, they rmo‘}t learn to overcome the Enemvs
nf the Empire, or at 1ea£’c to prevent the coohng of their
ourage, or the degenerating from their priftine Valour, by
’i})c Luxu y of China, in a tco long Repofe.

I efiett thefe kinds of Hunting had more e of the fhew of
ary E xpecition, toen of one for Divertifement, as I
; ready noted: The Kmpercr took in his Train,
1cocoo Horfe, and above (,ooco Men, ail armed with
Arrows and Cimiters, divided into Compasys and Murch-
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ing in Battell-Array after their Colours, with the found of
Drums and Trumpets: During their Hunting, they intirely
invefted the Mountains and Forrefts, as if they had been Ci-
ties which they defigned to Beleaguer ; following in this,
the manner of Hunting ufed by the eaftern Tartars, of which
I have fpoken in my laft Letter. This Army had its Vant-

goard and Rere-guard, and its main Body, its Right Wing
and left Wing, was commanded by fo many Generals and pet-
ty Kings. There were fpent more then Seventy days before
they were on their March, in bringing together all the Am-
munitions of the Army upon the Waggons, upon the Cam-
els, upon the Horfes, and upon the Mules, by reafon of the
Incommodious Ways. For in all the weftern Tarzary (I call
it weftern) not with Relation to China, which Lyeth in Ref-
pect of it weftward it felf, but with refpe&t of the Eaftern
Tartary) there is nothing to be found but Mountains, Rocks,
and Vallies, there are neither Cities, Towns, nor Villages,
nor fo much as any Houfes. The Inhabitants Lodge under
Tents, pitched on all fides in the open Feilds. They are for
the moft part Grafiers, and tranfport their Tents from one
Vally to another, according as the Paftures are better.  There
they Pafture their Beefs, their Horfes, and their Camels,
they breed no Hoggs, nor any of thofe other Animals, which
elfe where are fed in the Villages, as Poultry and Geefe. But
only of fuch as the Herbs, which an uncultivated Land doth
Naturally produce, will ferve to fuftain. They pafs their
Life either in Hunting, or doing nothing. And as they nci-
ther Sow nor cultivate the Earth, {o they make no Harveft.
They Live upon Milk, Cheefe, and Fleth, and have a fort of
Wine, not much unlike our Aqua-vite; with which they
make th ir Feafls, and are often Drunk. In fhort they care

for nought from Morning to Night, but to Drink and Eat ¢

like the Beafts, and Droves which’ tbey Feed.

They are not without their Preifts, which they call Le-
mas, for whome they have a ﬁngu'tar Veneration, in which
they differ from the Oriental Yartars; the moft part of

whoms
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whome have no Religion, nor do they beleive any God. For
the reft both of the one and the other are Slaves, and wholly
depend upon the Wili of their Muft Lers, whofe Rehomn and
Mannzrs they blindly follow : Like in this to their D ‘oves,

who go where they are Lead, and not where they o wht
to go.

This part of Tartary, Lyes without the prodigious Wall of
China about 1000 Chinefe Stadia, that is to fay more than 300
European. Miles, and exiends from the North-eaft towards the
north.

The Emperor Rides on Horfe-back, in the Head of his Ar-
my through thefe Defert Places, & thefe Steep Mountains,
and far from great Roads, expofed all the Day to the Scorch-
ings of the Sun, to the Rains, and to all the Injuries of the
Air, Many- of thofe which had been in the laft War r, affured
me, that they had not fuffered fo much dusing all that, as
durmg this Hunting. Infomuch that the Emperor, whofe
principal Aim it was, to give his Forces a Breathing, perform-
ed effectually what he pretended.

The fecond Reafon he had of undertaking this Journy, was
that h= might keep the weftern Tarsars in their Daty, and to
Prevent any purnitious Defigns, that might be formed againft
the States,

It was for this that he entred their Country with fo great
an Army, and with fo great Preparations for Warr, Having

carried along feveral great Gunns, that he might caufe them
to be Difcharged from time to time into the Vallies, and by
the Noyfe and Fire which iffued out of the Mouths of thofe
Dragons, which ferved to crnament them, he might caft a
Dread upon the Rout.

Befides this great Retinue, he would yer be accompanyed

wzth all the Marks of Grandure, with which he was inviron-

ned at the Ccurt of Pebin. To wit, with a Multitude of
Drums, Trompets, Timbals, and other Mufical Infiruments,
which formed Conforts meo his fitting at Table, when
he entered the Pallace, or when he went out, He caufed all
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thefe to march with him, that he might by this outward
Pomp Aftonith thefe Barbarous People, to firicke them
with a Fear and Refpec of his Emperial Majefty.

For the Empire of China never had any Enemies more
to be feared than thefe Weftern Tartars; which beginning
on the eaft of Chsna incompafs it with an almoft Infinite of
people, and keep it as it were continually beleagured on
the North and Weft fides thereof; and ’twas to make a
Bulwork againft their Incurfions, that a Chbinefe Emperor
in Antient times caufed this great Wall to be Built, which
feperates China from their Countrey. I 'have paffed it fower
times, and have confidered it very attentively, And Icain
fay without Hyperbolizing, that all the feven Wonders
of the World put together, are not coriparable %o this
worke. And ail that Fame has fpred concerning it among
the Europeans, is far thort of what I my felf have feen.

Two things have more efpecially caufed my Admiration.
The firft is, that in this long extent from the Eaft to the
Weft, it pafies in feveral places not only through vaft cham-
panes, but alfo above the tops of exceeding high Mcun-
tains, upon which it is raifed by little, and little, and Fortifyed
at certaine Intervales with great Towers; not diftant the one
from the other more then two flight fhot. At our return I
had the curiofity to meafure the height of it in one place by
meanes of an Inftrument, and I found that it was in that
place 1037 Geometrical feet above the Horizon ; in fuch fort
that ’tis hard to comprehend how ’twas pofiible to Elevate
this Enormous Bulwork to.the hight we faw it, in places
dry and full of Mountains, whence they muft be obleiged
to bring from a great diftance with Incredible Labour, the
Water, Brick, Morter, and ail the Materials neceflary for
fo great a Work.

The fecond thing that Surprifed me was that this Wall is
not continued upon the fame Line, but bent in divers pla-
ces following the Situation of the Mountdins, in fuch man-
ner that inflead of one Wall, one may fay that there are

H three,
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three, which Inviron all this great Purt of Chiza.

After all, The Monarch which in our Dayes hath Re-u-
nited the Chinefe and the Tartars, under one and the {ame
Government, has done fome things more for the advantage
of the Security of China, than the Chinefe Emperor that
Built the long Wall. For after hc.vlng Reduoced the Weft-
ern Tartars, partly by Artifice; partly by Force of Armes:
He hes Oo.exged them to go and remaine at y00 Miles Dzﬁ-
ance from the Wall of €hina; and in this place he Diftribut
to them Lands and Faftares, whillt he has given dﬂelr
Country to other T rtars, his Subjects which have their Ha-
bitation there at prefent: INetwithftanding which thefe
Weftern Tartars are fo Powerful, that if they fhould agree
together, they might make themitlves Mafters of 2ll China,
and of the Eaftern Zartary, Even in the face of the Oue"-
tal Tartars.

I have faid, that the Tarsarian Monarch that Conquered

China, ufed an expedient for Subduing the Wellern sz‘czrs.
For cne of his firft Cares was to engage to nis Interelt by
his Royal Bounties, and by Demonfiration of a Singular
Affection, the Lanmas (or Preifts) thefe Men havmg a
great chafc above all thofc of their Nation, eafily
perfwaded them to Submit to the Government of fo great
a Prince, and ’tis in confideration of this Service done to the
Eftate, that the pxelcnt Emperor looks upon thele Lames
with a favoatabw Hye, that he bcﬂ:o ws Prefents on them 5
and that he makes ufz of m m (o keep the Tarzarsin the O-
bedience which they owe him: Tho’ at the Botom he hath
nothing but Dis efteem for their Perfors, and looks upon
them as a Sort of fgnorant Fel ows, wiaich heve not ths leaft
Tin&ure of the S(, iences or Commend Lbin Am, in which
without doubt this Prince thews a Wife TPolicy, in fo Dif-
guileing his true Seniiments, by thefe Exteriour Marks of
Efeem and Goodwil,

He has Divided tiiis Va,wf extended Ceuntry into 43
Frovinces, who have Submitted and are Tributary to him,

From
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From whence it comes to pafs, that the Emperor that
Reigns ar prefent in Glina, and in the cne and the other
artcry, may n‘ﬁiy be cailed the Greateft and moft Power-
{onark 77z, having fo many vait Ei”;;ttef—; under him,
oy where 1;1‘.&" 1oted by the Territory of any
.u:d he aloue Lm.ff as the Soule whick
Members of o VM"" a qu

*

ﬁ::d charged himafelf with the Governmens,
”«‘i intruft the Care to any of the wk::f,
Mien of his Court.  Fe has not at 2l &0
sunucks of ihe Palace, or any of his Pages
yoa g Lords that have been Raifed by Inm,
the ieaft thing in l‘ Houfe, cor fhould
A% ’ t?“.*'g of themfelves: 'h £PpEirs Very ez
1inary efp&c ly if we examine . Cuftomes his
icef; re wont to uﬂ.

fiies with wonderful Eg m‘cy the Great Ones as
well as the Ilferxorc- he Deprives them of their Charges,
and males them defcend from the Rank they held, Fr OpOL*
tioning always the Penulty to the Heincufnefs of thei

Foult. He tkes (,ocmfauc\, of the Affairs which are ‘r;m’-
acted in the Royal Councd and in the other Tiibunals, e-
ven to the caufing them to Render to him, an exact account
of the Judgments there given. In one word, he of himiflf
Difpofes and Crders all things ; and ’iis b] reafon of the
Abiolute Author xty which he hath thus acguired, that the
greateft Lords 01 the Court, and Perfons ‘of the highelt

o

Quality in the Empire; even the Princes of the Bleod, ne-
ver appear m h rgfcncc but with a Profound Refpeél.
But to what rin r*s the Lamas or Cartarian iﬁmﬁy, of

whoms we have p n, are pot only refpelied by the Feo-
ple, but alfo ‘)y he Lmds and Princes of their Nation, who
for Politick Ends teftify to them a great deale of Freind-
ivip: This makes vs feor that the Chriftian Religion, will
net find {0 eafy an Entrapce into the Weftern S’Ju.”‘

"They are aifo very powerful upon the Mind of the Quuen
H 2 Mo-
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Mother, who is of their Country, and who is at Prefent
Threzfcore and Ten Years Old; they are wont to tell her,
that the Set (of which fhe makes Profeflion) has no more
deciared Enemy than us,  And ’tis a kind of Miracle, or at
eaft an extracrdinary Protection of God, that notwithftand-
ing this, the Emperor, who has very much Regard and
Refpe&t for her, has not kLitherto ceafed to he:p on us
Graces and Honours, confidering us after an other manner
than the Lamnas.

During the ]ourny, as the Princes and the cheif Officers of
the Army went often times to the Queen to attend at her
Court; and that we alfo were advertifed to do fo likewile :
We Wule willing £r{t to confult a Perfon of the Court, who
loved us very mo C”l and who {pake for us to the Emperor
in our Affairs. This Lord having entered the Princes Tent,
told him what had pafled, and prefently coming out again:
The Emreror (fiid fe to us) has given me to mderﬂahd, that
'tis not af all neceflary for you to aitend the Queen as others do
which made us to apprenend enough, that this Princefle did
not Favour us.

The 3d. Reafon which the Emperor had for making hi
}«:umy, was for his Health: Becaufe he knew by Exper
ence loug enough, that when he is too long at Pekin wit h«
out going ‘.bl(,ad he cannot avoid his bemg attacked by fe-
veral D:ftempers, which he prevents by means of tnefe

iong Progrefies.  For during the whole time he never fees
any Woman; and that wh ich s more au;pmzn* there ap-
pears not any one in ail this Crmt Atmv. cest thofe
which are of the Retinuz of th cen Mother: ’T yet

alio a Novelty that fhe has a%ompn yed the King this
Yan it having not been pr‘ &ifzd abo ¢ onee, \a" en he
took with him the three Queens as fn' as the Capital Cuty
of the Province of Lecorwin, to vifit the Sepulchres of their

Anceflors,
The Empercr and the Qu*m Mother p"e:crd moreover
by this Journy, to avoid the exceffive Heats which are in

FPew
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Pekin, in the Summer during the Dog-days.  For in this
Part of Tartary, taere Relg:ﬁs curing the Moneths of N a:y
and A’zzé']l fo ccld a Wind, cfopcrally in the Night, that
’tis neceflary to put on thick Cloths and Furrs, The Reas
fon that may b: afigned for this o extracrdinery Celd,
is that this Reglon Is very much elevated and fi 31 of Moun-
tains: 'There 15 one amongit the reft, upon which we con-
tinuzally afcended, for the {pacs of g5 or 6 Dayes March, The
Emperor being defirous to know, how :ruch it furmounted
the Plains of Fekiiz, Diftant about 300 Miles; at our Re-
turn (after having meafured the Height of above a Hun-
dred Mountains that lay in our Road ) we found that it had
3000 Geomeirical Pafe of Elevation, above the Sea that near-
eft approached Pefziz.

The Sa lt Peter alfo with which thefe Countrys abound,
may con: ril Lte to this great Cold, which is fo Violent, tha:z
in Digeing the Earth to 3 or 4 feor deep, there are fetched
out Clods Froz n and peices of Ice.

Divers of th P»tfy Kings of the Weftern Tartary, came
from all Sides {or 300 Mfles, and fome for ;00 Miles, tocre i
with their Chil d ren, to Salute the Emperor. Thefe Prin-
ces, who for the moft part know nene but their own Na-
tural Language, which is very different from that of the
Eaftern uwz‘frv took Regard of us, with Afpeéts and
Geftures of a Goodnefs very particular. There were fome
amongft them, who had made a Journy to Pekin to fee thz
Court, and who had feen our Church.

One or two days before we arrived at the Mountain
which was the boundary of our Journy, we meta Peity King
very aged, who returned from accompanying the Emperor,
he feenv us ftayed with all his Retinue, and enqui"cd by
his Intcrprbter which of us was called Nduborzy, one of our

ervants having made a Signe that it was I; this Prince
accofled me with a great deal of Civility, and told me that
for a long time he hid known my Name, and that he had
defired to know me. He fpoke alfo to Father Grimald:,

'vlkh

5
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with the fime Marks of AffeGion. The favouratlz Enter-
tainment he gave us in this Rancounter, gave fore Re
fon to hope that our Religion mght find an eafy Enuance
to thofe Princes, particularly if care be taken to intinuate
into the Minds of thofe Princes, by the Mears of the
Mathematicks : 'Which if there fhould at any time bea
Defigne to penetrate into their Country : The moit {ure
way for divers Reafons, ( which I have not the Leilure to
Explain here) will be to begin the Entrance with the otie
Tartars more Remote, which are not at all Subjecls of this

ol Arrn

Empire, from whom we may pafs on to thefs, advancing
by little and little towards China.

During the whole Journy, the Empercr has continued to
give us fingular Tokens of his Good Will, fhewing us Fa-
vours in the Sight of his Army, which he fhewed to ncne
befides.

One time meeting us in a great Vally, where we were
meafuring the height and the diftance of fome Mountains,
he made a Stay with the whole Court, and calling to us
from a great diftance, he demanded of us in the Clinefe
Language, Hao mo? that is to fay, are you well in Healch ?
And then asked us feveral Queflions in the Tartarean Lan-
guage, concerning the heighth of thefe Mountains, to
which I anfwered alfo in the fame Language ; after which
turning to the Lords that were about him, he difcourfed
with them concerning us in very obliging Expreflions, as
I learned the fame Night from the Prince his Unckle, who
was then by his fide.

He teftified alfo his Affetion to us, by caufing often
meat to be carryed to our Tents from his own Table
willing alfo that on fome Occafions we fhould eat in his;
and every time he did us this Honour, he had a Regard to

D
~

our Days of Abftinence, and of Fafting, fending us only

fuch Mesats as we could ufe.
'The eldeft Son of the Emperor after the Zzample of his
Father, gave us Moarks alfo of his Bounty, for having been
3 con-
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confteained to ftay mere than 1o days, by reafon of a Fall
from his Horfe, by which he was ‘*un. in his right Shoulder;
and one part of the Army in which we were, baving at-
tended, whillt the Empgror with the other continued his
Huating, he was not wanting in fending to us dally, and
fometimes twice a day during this fpoce, Food from his
own Table. Iafine, we lookt cn all thefe Fa avours of the
Royal Fa; nlv, as the Efe@s of particular Providence
which watched over us, and over Ch iftianity, for which
we had {o much the more occafion to thax‘; Ged, for that
the Affetion of the Emperor, was never fo conflantly
fhewn to the Grandees of the Empire, nor to the Princes of
tie Bleed.

As to what relates to the other Particularities of our
Journy, they are likewife to thof which happened to us t}‘p
1:f Year, 12 the Journy to the Zaflern anm”v which I
have fuliy c‘fcr:‘aed inmy la Letter; thatis to y, that
we made ule of the E'ncero S How““, and of his L;ttcrs,
that we lodged in tac Tents, and cot at the Table of the
Prince his Unckle, to whome he hed particularly recom-
mended us.

During more than 6co miles, which we had pafied in
going aad returning (for we did not retun by the fame
Road) he caufed to be made a grest High-way crofs the
Mounlr the Vallies, for the Queen Mother, who
¢in 2 Charriot; he canfed alfo an infnite of Eridges to
ade over the Torrsnts, a2 2l the Rocks to be cut,

Poinss of tae Mounming,  with incredible Palns
Zxpwnees:  Father Gramaldi hall deferibe the other
giculars in iis Lester.
As to the benlit which the Religion may draw from
cur "‘-"m;, I have ipoken cuw'her it {uficeth to fa y
that the Emperer, to whofe Will we cannr* make the leait
refiftance, without exponng all this riffion to a manifelt
Dasger, has oralred us to follow him. I ceofod not how-

ever to fpeak wwice to that Lord of tae Cour, Wno is ouy
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saticnlar Friend, to excufe us for the time to come, from
thefe long Journies, and efpecially me, <«he am not ¢f an
Age fir for it: Itryed to obtain at leaft that they weould b
contented to take only one of us; the Letters of our Fathers
were daily brought us during the Journy, and I [ad the
convenience of writing to them, by means of the Curriers
which continually went to and came from the Royal City :
1 write 2l this in haft, that I may continue to give you an
Account of our Affairs.

‘o

<Q

An Explanation, neceflary to juftify the Geography
JSuppofed in thefe Letters.

T may feem wonderful, that the Author of thefe Letters

i makes mention in his former, of a kind of Warr between
the Oriental Tartars and the Mofiovites, notwithftanding the
extream diftance, thefz People appear to be from one another
in our Geographical Charts; but thofe who know how muach
the Mofcovites have extenced the Bounds of the Empire along
the Tartarian Sea, will judge the thing lefs difficulr, befides
thofe who have fien thefe Countrys, have made Difcoveries
much differing from thofe which our Geographers have in-
formed us of hitherto. Very lately Monfeirr D’ Arcy, who
commands one of the Kings Ships, in the Fleet of Menfeiur
Le Marefeal d Eftrees, informed us, that having ferved in
Poland, and having been made Governor of a Place to-
wards Mofiovy, the Mafcovite Amb:ffadors in their returne
having paffed by him, and being by him, treated in fuch
2 manner as put them into a very good Humor; c¢ne of
them fhewed him a Chari of the Countrys beiween M:/co-
vy and Chira : and told him, that from 2 Citvs which he
fhewed him, whofe Names were Lop/la, Abafinks, Nergin/-
%o, all 3 under the Government of the great Dukes, tho’
Situated in the great Tartary, there wasa Way to Pekin,
which



